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philanthropy from a
philanthropist’s
perspective
what motivates someone to give.
to give one’s time. money. and soul.

I give my time. My most
precious gift. A gift I can’t
get back.

Why give $$$ away
when you could buy
more for yourself?
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Eleanor Roosevelt:

✤

Every day do
something that
scares you.

Origins of My Sister’s Closet
✤

✤

✤

✤

Founded in 1991 with my
sister, Jennifer
First store at Town & Country
Center, 1200 sq. ft.
Followed Category Killer
concept (Petsmart)
Give customers what they
want. Don’t start a business
based on what you want.

My Sister’s Closet
25 years later
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Do companies have
responsibilities beyond profits?
✤

When women are at the top, will corporate social responsibility
become the norm?

✤

Did you know: More women work in nonprofits?

✤

More women volunteer.

✤

More women give to charity.

✤

More women join the Peace Corps.

✤

Are women more caring and empathetic?

Gift of Money.

32% of our net profits went back to
charity in 2013. Why so much?
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Why give back?

Why Give?

People give because they
are passionate
• Empathy. Feel the
pain/suffering.
• Solutions. Be part of
improving or solving
the problem.
• Believe in the
potential for change.
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Quote from Lars-Eric
Lindblad
• “All the animals and land throughout
the planet are held in trust by us...We
have a duty to pass the planet along
to future generations in as unspoiled
a way as possible. This requires
intelligence, foresight, understanding,
and creative effort.”

we have an
obligation to
help; to undo
the damage
that’s been
done

Where did all the big
animals go?
• The government killed them across the
US in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.
• From Wolves to Grizzlies, from Bison to
Lynx, they have been hunted down and
killed by our own government.
• 100,000 predators are killed in US every
year by USFWS. 70,000 coyotes,
300,000 blackbirds, 6,200 cardinals, and
on and on at your taxpayer expense.
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Endangered Species Act
• The Magna Carta of the environmental
movement.
• Signed into law in 1973 by Richard
Nixon
• Huge change in the direction of
environmental conservation

1970’s: Silent Spring & ddt
• Species on the verge of extinction:
• Bald Eagle (417 in 1963 to 11,040 in 2007) Delisted
• Peregrine Falcon (324 in 1975 to 1700 in 2000)
Delisted

• California Condor
• Brown Pelican
• Gray Wolf
• Grizzly Bear
• Whooping Crane (54 in 1967 to 436 in 2003)

Rocky Mountain
wolves:
still endangered
let’s save this animal. again.
from ourselves. from our government.
can we coexist with nature?
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De-listing of species
• Aug 2008 Northern Flying squirrel
• April 2011 Gray Wolf (N. Rockies)

Delisted and dead
• More than 1,100 wolves killed in MT,
ID and WY after delisting (2012)
• Famous YNP collared wolves sought
out to be shot in WY and MT
• Some legislators in Montana want to make it open season on wolves.
One bill, Senate Bill 200, would make it legal to kill a wolf on site on
private property. "How is this managing wolves?"
• Before the hunt. Hunters last week killed a radio-collared female
wolf (832F), that had been part of a study of packs in Yellowstone
National Park since she was a pup and the most famous wolf in the
world. Her mate, 754 was killed earlier in the fall. Hunters have killed
an estimated 8% of Yellowstone's wolves this year, leaving about
81.

The mexican wolf
Less than 100 Lobos (Mexican wolf species) live in the wild in AZ and NM. They are currently on the ESL and
are considered separately from the Rocky Mountain Wolf. They are the rarest and most genetically distinct of
all wolf subspecies. It is incredulous that FWS even considered taking this animal off the ESL (and they are
still considering taking the Lobo off the ESL)!
A mother lobo was illegally shot in NM in July. She had pups in her den. They are all dead.
FWS staff killed a wolf thinking it was a dog. They also killed one when trying to move her.
It’s a tough fight. The government is very slow to allow more Mexican Wolves to be introduced into the wild
in AZ and NM.
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Solution—Created Event:
Dinner with Wolves
• Only 97 Mexican
Wolves left in the
wild
• Raised $22,000 in
2014; $28,000 in
2015; $34,000 in
2016
• Goal was
awareness & $$$

Reasons to welcome wolves &
other predators
• Improves ecology of the area
• Increase in tourist dollars
• The area could be a leader in predator
sightings
• Wolves were once common in all of
North America and vital to eco-systems

Imagine a state of wild
• Lynx
• Wolverines
• Gray Wolves
• Badgers
• Bears (Black and Grizzly)
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Gift of Time.

In addition to donations:
• Co-chaired
Fresh Start
Gala 2014 with
sister Tess
• Raised almost
$1million to help
the women of
Fresh Start
• Mentor: Pat
Petznick
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The pARTy 2015
Warhol: Portraits
• Co-chaired
with Cheryl
Londen and
Tess Loo
• Phoenix Art
Museum’s
biggest
fundraiser of
the year

Board Involvement
• AZ Nature
Conservancy
• Phoenix Art Museum
• AZ Humane Society
• SW Wildlife
Conservation Center

nonprofits should
not open thrift
stores as a way to
raise funds
Do what you know how to do. Retail is complicated
and few succeed.
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• My Sisters’ Charities
• Founded in July 2014
• Opened 3,000 square ft thrift store
• Netted $72,000 in year one.
• Netted $136,000 in year two.
• How did we succeed where others fail?

Keys to
success for
thrift
•Unit pricing
•flash sales
•keep inventory turning
•quality merchandise
•heavy pr
•solid marketing/social
media
•minimize theft
•low expenses
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Success: High Energy & Work
✤

✤

✤

✤

Indira Gandhi: There are 2 kinds of people: those who do the work
and those who take the credit. You want to be in the first group.
There is much less competition.
Our thrift store is work for us. We do not profit. It takes our time. It
takes our energy. But we do reap the benefits when we can donate
hundreds of thousands of dollars AND recycle AND help people
afford great clothes.
We may not know how to write a grant, but we know retail.
Our thrift stores gives a hand up, not a hand out (Fresh Start
motto).

Thanks for
listening to
my story!
And for
giving me
YOUR time.
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